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Canonic Olfferings
For string quartet
Duration ~10°

Canonic Olfferings is based on my work with canons that have an infinite number of
solutions. These are maximally self-similar melodic lines that can be combined
successfully and performed simultaneously by any number of voices, each voice at its
own tempo yielding either rational or irrational tempo ratios, with the melody moving
either forward or backward. In Canonic Offerings 1 have selected a small number of these
combinations based on three such melodies, attempting to give the flavor of the
combinatorial possibilities within the context of a unified (and finite) composition.

Canons two, four, and five are based on the concept of continuous accelerando
throughout. Arrows from one tempo marking to another indicate a continuous
acceleration from the first to the second tempo. The changes of tempo should be as
smooth and steady as possible. For practical notational purposes, faster tempos are
regularly reinterpreted as slower tempos using metric modulation. For example, a tempo
indication of J = J - 60 means that the tempo at the end of the previous measure is j: 60.
The half note is then reinterpreted as a quarter note, so that the tempo at the beginning of
the measure is ¢ = 60. All tempo indications are relative to an initial tempo of J = 72. [f the
initial tempo is slightly faster or slower than J = 72, then all of the subsequent tempo
indications will need to be adjusted accordingly.

The complex tempo ratios (e.g., 11:4, 28:12:7:3, and 4\/§) in canons two, four, five, and
possibly three require the players to use click tracks for synchronization. These click
tracks are stereo files that contain separate tempo tracks on the right and left channels.
Players should listen only to the single channel that is indicated for their part.

Click tracks are available by contacting me at clifton.callender@gmail.com.
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* Click track is a stereo file. Violins 1 and 2 listen to the right channel; Viola and Cello listen to the left channel.
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* Stereo click track is available. Violin 1 and Viola listen to the right channel; Cello listens to the left channel.
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* Click track is a stereo file. Violins 1 and 2 listen to the right channel; Viola and Cello listen to the left channel.



15

>

Canonic Offerings
Canon 4

\

—

et

=
[}

/J.\)\/'\

e gl
1 =

L ] B 1 §
1 1
—

0 =l

=

e

TR

1]

iy

m mi D
= _Mﬁu 18-
.q,Ua g-uwmw -“m%m
;i I
oo e
Ny
3

/]

{

A .

\ == =

oV T—

=z
A

17—

120 et

)

—

RN

")

By

>v

=2F
Ibi/\

1

(2l

J: 120 nT.

al

-

=

[

AN




A
|

1]
2
L2l

T

Canonic Offerings
Canon 4

TN

16

2/ ’J)c L0 acca"

(6

| @ /EIL
{| &H—
m an
fel
PP |
J
‘el M 4 9
at / -
Cp N < el
/_..:_ Q—"| el S
g £
m ol 1
[ <elll]
nﬂt.nuuv { el f/J
<e
le
-
Iy
s N
<
Q
o<t
- = =

/..\\x!/\:././l..i\

ol d



17

b0 accel.

J=d-

]
al

Canonic Offerings
Canon 4

4-? ,ﬁ J | /_.F-.._
M ---mﬂ
Loy ¢ T
. \v
I8
>}b
A o] Pl i Il s Bl S
mﬁﬁ / i R T
Il |
(e ' il B 3 F%: g
=L .f .
N \ llo.m YT RN
VAN |
| sl S
A i S
0
|| A |
\;wJ% I
_._vE/ h_.p_ o
oy -3
N
Sem ’f.lll
A».-J : |
lellN |
|
/I\J\/\ </\/l\

| : »: "
" h.
q A
Mm,m il
A
Ao |aig
st |
Ml >ﬁmy
(1 A
M@ [
A
A . |
iy
NI
7l_
wu___ AMH
A&
fﬁ” ,
Aoy il
J d Il
I
= -

L0 accel.

p

ol

i

U1

\#T/

kb
N
M
L I.-.T
il NF

(B I

r)r

Il MD-IJ

al FF
L —

) A0

| S -
{ A

T B 2809 H

32

]

[ HN]

SZinEn

IE

=




Canonic Offerings
Canon 4

18

|

T~
N

R e

( H= E= T=SEESES ;

§ _ \ > > )= be ey -

/f)~ —— T %:Er:&t%%w 2
\ li_% — { 5 e S — i ‘7:

/ﬁ\
I
[

el |

S’_\\/\
M)
=2
C
i
SHELSH
>
4
LH
]
S
o
Eus
[ IR
i
LY

BS g

17}
o

TTe| >

—tell >

/‘\/\_/\
2 ==
3 {1
—te|| >
b—
-+l | >

f

o 4= J=1a0

S
1l
g
)
\.
I
%

@i—— ?‘jf" =
R
b
al J:ci=60 acac(.
—
A
g _ - =
7 . = = Fem
E—— |




19

Canonic Offerings

Canon 4

=
1

TL!.-

3

Al
[ S

1o accel.

==

| g
aran
i

(-

=5
P Sk

J:LQO [

LT

LA

=vo accel,

-J

ol J

—

+ / iﬁ ~ M i _
b T 3 z Lm
3 < |
.,n, d ﬁ-- 3\ M \ /
alll 0\
Y NI- I ~— /..-nw / I#
_ S Bt i
T e | - /g
] 3 17 _
* R { 2T "
d _Ii i
\
<al J Al
% . N
-
Y Sl il
i
<@ i -p
1~
U i
Y e ==
i NI,
<allll i
n.xm \! I T._H‘ <
XQ @l
s v
i h T i
- MH ol { &Ll '
{ =) Ll
“e ~
S
)# [~
- i 1
. [ RN 8-
-G Al
/!\\1\;/(

( ~ -
% Mn.w > —o-rll ?.w
v N S el ©
AN v
7 M v 3 ®
™o Q
el —e ol |
]
. .F-.l %
I,/,.W «~allll
Nl T
#W timi F-y
L

Le} B
=)
g il
[ NER
}huf \nlﬂl.ﬁl\w
] ')
olllll e ettt
. ,

{ el N |
1 |
|
——
e
S
1 .
3
—_—
—_
£
T
P S—
11}

-
!
s
L.




Canon 4

9_/__\
E .

Canonic Offerings

120 it

-

g

L=

20

¥

Py
7

£

O’ec(ejc,

e d

1T

i

ki

L NAR m .
Liid)
1L M \H-
e
- en
- iR 1
L i<
|-
o e
K-
Dha kil

™

P
)‘-PF

e

deafﬂsé,

==t

al Jmp

-
ol d

"P

{
ol J =180 aaee[.

J =90 accel.

QL]

%h‘__

i

’

p
e
=

S
B2
T

N

7o
Pt—

3
1l

x )

WA Yy
N{| S 0 N &~
£ —e R w
< il |




Canon 5

72

J

R R v v pLu
fm v v fm v v = = = s v vl
[} [} || (YN [N [N { YRR [ YARE
i~ i~ i~ i~ (YRR (YRR [N q A A
Q] N QL
L YHEA L YHEA N o«
L L JEEN QL
o o H L1 BERY e o Q-
ol ol ol ol
L L L] [ YRR
L IEN L IEN  JHAR o QL QL Qlll Qlll
~ ~t ~t ~t
. L YaE L YaE LN (RN
T T T T Q| Q| I N
(RN (RN L YaEA  YRER
|| || ] o
[l [l Y ol
ﬁ ﬁ ol i i n
- - S - ol ol ol o
Hal ~t ~t rt
A A . [\ ~t ~t ~t ~t
L YEEA L YEEA Ll Ll
ol ol o ol
N N oLl QL s o L it
.« o« o« (RN
T T TR HERN\ ~t ~t ~t ~t
] ] Il Il o o ol ol
oLl oLl N QL 1 1 B B . . I N
i i o« o« LN (RN
q q
g M it i il 1 1 il il
= LREN LREN L YEEA {YHAR
.Wm Ol Ol TR QL o EE N EER o o o Q|
[+
2
2. w W w ‘ ‘ 1 ol e i
<=
g m N m N E ol E QL
1 5 [
m m Q] f m Q] f m QL f m Q| f ol ol ] ]
5 3 o 2 s Sl I S N N T T
m. e e 3% L5 S S T T
AL LS K &) D AR
NG & oo as | N I 1 ol ol 1 1
! X Eis s s Eis
— @\l < o
= £ ° > 70/ © e 2 B , Bh/ynmw NO 2 2 ,
3 3 > S
> > — N < S — N < S
= = > > = = > >
> > > >



Canonic Offerings

22

Canon 5

sempre accelerando *

o-d-T2

accel.

.o

. o

accel.

. (R
Q
S | |
S8
N
T s L
m.. I
g R a
3 .Tuw ~
3 I
TRy M -
]
’\\\ y
~rt
e
o
e
s
R
Il
BERN [ﬂ
]
A
T
all
=
E
s >
p “
[ | s
& g & &
q Al
L e ek
R R ~
= v = v L v
NG NGO ool «
N
- o = S
= = > >
> >

M\\ T
Sl
[ YREE TN
[ YRR
~ BER\
.AF_V 7T
[l [ YR
K iy
[ YR o
Q]
(TN
ag
(
o ( ﬁ
&
TR [l
iy (&
il
oLl N -WL
.
A A
N NO»
— ~
< <
> >

o-d-T2

‘oo

32

[ 18 e
ol |
A T B
[\IEEN ~1 — ]
\HEE ||
o« L] L]
| YHEE ¢ | 1
[ W
(o1 |
nl i
TH\V | |||
o | el
Q|
T A o A M
2 R
(o1 “
o
-
(
[l RERN
(W] TR
all
NIPY | oLl
M MR
ST S
N NG
\ {
= = >
> >

cresc. poco a poco

P

* Click track is a stereo file. Violins 1 and 2 listen to the right channel; Viola and Cello listen to the left channel.
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