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Chain Reactions was commissioned for the 75" Commemoration of Chicago Pile-1, the
first controlled, self-sustaining nuclear chain reaction achieved under the supervision of
Enrico Fermi. The first movement, Subcriticality, refers to the situation in which neutron
losses (due to absorption) exceed neutron production (due to fission) leading to eventual
termination of the reaction. Throughout the movement, processes are initiated but
inevitably dissipate energy and terminate. The second movement, Criticality, is stable
without being static. The rhythms of the movement are determined by a guided
probabilistic structure in much the same way that the “cross section” of a nucleus
characterizes the probability that the nucleus will undergo a nuclear reaction.
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* Finger diamond notehead; lower notehead is the sounding pitch.
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